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NARRATIVE  

 

 
Narrative 
Located 40 miles north of Boston, West Newbury is a delightful community    
characterized by rolling hills with broad valleys and an unspoiled rural    
charm.  The Merrimack River, which flows along the northern border,         
provides scenic beauty and recreational boating.  Hiking trails being       
developed along the West Newbury shoreline will connect with those of       
adjacent communities.                                                       
During the holiday season, families travel to West Newbury to choose and    
cut a Christmas tree from one of the town's many Christmas tree farms.      
The Mill Pond area, encompassing over 200 acres, provides passive           
recreational activities including cross-country skiing, hiking, fishing,    
horse riding rings and trails, as well as a winter carnival, fall hayrides  
and other family oriented activities organized by the Mill Pond Committee.  
Youth programs include soccer, baseball and softball teams, summer          
children's theater, an after-school sports and arts program and a           
children's story hour at the Library.  A splendid playground was            
constructed through the efforts of hundreds of volunteers working together  
in a spirit of                                                              
friendship and cooperation.  The PTO and Pentucket Activities Association   
through fundraising activities supplement the programs of both the          
elementary and secondary schools.  Organizations for older citizens include 
the Historical Society, Garden Club and TOWNYS.  The talented Volunteer     
Firemen's Association Marching Band, comprised of young folks and older     
citizens epitomizes the cooperative spirit of community members working and 
playing together that make West Newbury a special community.                
        (Narrative supplied by community)                          
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GEOGRAPHY  

 

 
Location  
Northeastern Massachusetts, bordered by Newburyport on the east, Newbury and     
Groveland on the south, and separated by the Merrimack River from Haverhill on   
the west and from Merrimack and Amesbury on the north. West Newbury is 13 miles  
northeast of Lawrence and 31 miles north of Boston.  

Total Area: 14.60 sq. miles  
 
Land Area: 13.52 sq. miles  
 
Population: 3,421  
 
Density: 253 per sq. mile  
 
Climate 
(National Climatic Data Center) 
 
(Haverhill Station)  
   Normal temperature in January.....24.7°F   
   Normal temperature in July........72.5°F   
   Normal annual precipitation.......44.4"    

U.S.G.S. Topographical Plates  
   Newburyport West, Haverhill                                                      

Regional Planning Agency 
   Merrimack Valley Region                                      

Metropolitan Statistical Area  
(1993 Definition) 
   Lawrence                         
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GOVERNMENT  

 

 
Municipal Offices 
   Main Number: (978) 363-5487 
Telephone Numbers for Public Information 
 

Form of Government 
   Board of Selectmen                         
   Administrative Assistant                   
   Open Town Meeting                          

Year Incorporated 
   As a town: 1819   

Registered Voters (Secretary of State 1994) 
 
                         Number     %   

Total Registered 2,343  

 
Democrats 563 24.0 % Republicans 644 27.5 % Other parties 1 0.0 % Unenrolled Voters 1,135 48.4 %  

Legislators 

Senators and Representatives by City and Town  
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http://www.magnet.state.ma.us/sec/cis/cistel/telidx.htm
http://www.magnet.state.ma.us/legis/citytown.htm
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HOUSING CHARACTERISTICS 

 

 
Home Sales (Banker & Tradesman)- 
Town Stats - Free market Statistics 
Subsidized Housing Units (DHCD 1998) 
DHCD Subsidized Housing Inventory 
 
 

Subsidized Housing Units: The number of housing units which count toward the municipality's 10% goal 
for low- and moderate-income housing. It includes both subsidized affordable units and market rate units 
in certain eligible subsidized developments. 

Public Housing Units (DHCD 1999) 

 
   Conventional State:      26        
   Conventional Federal:     0  

Rental Assistance(DHCD 1999) 
   State (MRVP:              0      
   Federal (Section 8):      0              
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http://www.thewarrengroup.com/home/ts
http://www.mass.gov/dhcd/components/hac/subhous.htm


  

TRANSPORTATION 

 

 
TRANSPORTATION AND ACCESS  
   The development of transportation resources in the Merrimack River Valley,  
   where West Newbury is situated, was shaped by the history of the region as  
   a major site of American industrial development in the nineteenth century.  
   The area has exceptionally good highway and rail facilities linking the     
   major cities and towns to each other and to the port, airport, and          
   intermodal facilities of Boston.                                            

Major Highways 
   Principal highways are State Route 113 and Interstate Route 95. Interstate  
   Route 495 runs just north of the town boundary along the Merrimac River.    

Rail  
   There is no passenger or freight rail service in West Newbury but the       
   network of intermodal facilities serving Massachusetts is easily            
   accessible.                                                                 

Bus  
   West Newbury is a member of the Merrimack Valley Regional Transit Authority 
   (MVRTA) but does not receive services.                                      

Other  
   The Newburyport-Plum Island Airport, a privately owned public-use facility, 
   is easily accessible from West Newbury. It has a 2,520'x 50' asphalt        
   runway.  Instrument approaches available:  Non-precision.                   
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CULTURE AND RECREATION 

 

 
LIBRARIES 
Board of Library Commissioners On-line Library Catalog MUSEUMS 
(American Association of Museums)  
   None 

RECREATION 
 
Telephone Numbers for Public Information  
Recreational Facilities(Recreational sites and activities) 
Department of Environmental Management Recreation Section 
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http://www.mlin.lib.ma.us/flash3.html
http://www.magnet.state.ma.us/sec/cis/cistel/
http://www.state.ma.us/dem/rec-act.htm


  

MISCELLANEOUS 

 

 
HEALTH FACILITIES 
(Dept. of Public Health 1992) 
 
Hospitals 
   None 

Long Term Care 
   None 

Hospices 
   None 

Rest Homes 
   None 
UTILITIES 
Telephone Numbers for Public Utilities 
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http://www.magnet.state.ma.us/sec/cis/cistel/
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NOTE: The COMMUNITY PROFILE draws information from a diversity of sources. The main source of information 
is listed under each section. In some instances comments submitted by the municipality were incorporated to correct 
and/or enhance the information obtained from the main source. However, no changes were made to those data bases 
which must be consistent throughout the state. DHCD has made efforts to ensure the accuracy of all data in the 
COMMUNITY PROFILES, but cannot take responsibility for any consequences arising from the use of the 
information contained in this document.  


